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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
9/16/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Claims 11-13 are pending, claims 11-13 are amended, and claims 1-10 are 
cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 9/1 6/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The Applicant argues that Yamagishi does not continuously perform a 
plurality of image taking operations and continuously perform a plurality of dark capture 
operations in a state where the conversion area is shielded after completion of 
continuous performing the plurality of image taking operations. (Remarks p. 6). The 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. Applicant use of the word continuously in the claim is 
interpreted to mean that the operations are carried on for some indefinite period of time, 
i.e. not a single time. Applicant seems to be attempting to claim that the image taking 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/71 2,01 2 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2622 

operations and the dark capture operations are being performed continuously and 
consecutively, but continuously alone does not convey what the Applicant may be 
attempting to claim. Therefore, Yamagishi teaches the limitations in that the continuous 
sequence of Fig. 9 is carried out until the switch SW2 is no longer being depressed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
7,339,620 (Yamagishi) 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1 .131 . 

6. As to claim 11, Yamagishi teaches an imaging apparatus (Fig. 1) comprising: 
a photoelectric conversion area 14 including a plurality of photoelectric 

converters (C3 LI 5-20); 

a controller 50 configured to continuously perform a plurality of image-taking 
operations at a plurality of different charge accumulation times, respectively, in a state 
where the photoelectric conversion are is not shielded by a shutter 12 (Image sensing 
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operations in Fig. 9 in continuous sliot mode after SW2 is depressed), and continuously 
perform a plurality of dark capture operations at the plurality of different charge 
accumulation times, respectively, in a state where the photoelectric conversion area 14 
is shielded by the shutter 12 (the dark capture operations performed after switch SW2 is 
depressed in Fig. 9 in continuous mode, CI 6 L6-10 and C11 LI 8-25) after completion of 
continuous performing the plurality of image taking operations (note the Examiner 
interprets the limitation of performing the plurality of dark capture operations after 
completion of performing the plurality of image taking operations to read that the dark 
capture operations are performed after each image capture operation as opposed to 
being performed before the image capture operations, this interpretation corresponds to 
Fig. 15 of the instant application, and the operations are performed continuously in that 
they are not halted after some predetermined number of times, such as one time), 

an image processor 20 configured to correct a plurality of image data which is 
acquired in the plurality of image taking operations with a plurality of correction data 
which is acquired in the plurality of dark capture operations (Step SI 36, CI 3 L56 to CI 4 
L3). 

wherein the plurality of different charge accumulation times of the dark capture 
operations are equal to that of the image taking operations (C1 1 LI 8-25). 

7. As to claim 12, see the rejection of claim 11 and note that Yamagishi further 
teaches the imaging apparatus of claim 11, wherein at least two of the accumulation 
times for generating the correction data in the dark capture operations are different (CI 6 
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L50-61 ), and the dark capture operations are performed in the same order as the image 
taking operations (Fig. 9). 

8. As to claim 13, see the rejection of claim 11 and note that Yamagishi further 
teaches the imaging apparatus of claim 1 1 , wherein at least two of the accumulation 
times for generating the correction data in the dark capture operations are different (CI 6 
L50-61), and the dark capture operations are performed in ascending order of the image 
taking operations (Fig. 9 and note that this is the case if the image taking operations 
also happen to be in ascending order, such as the scene is becoming darker). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Dillon Durnford-Geszvain whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-2829. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 
am to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Iran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/DDG/ 9/28/2009 
/Sinh Iran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



